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| HCKRAIDO BEGINNING LAID 
TO UsG. GHNSRAL 





Horace Capron, Grant's Secretary of 

Agriculture, Brought to Japan to Assist 
FORGOTTEN STORY TOLD 

Livestook Expert Tella History of “arly 

Development of Big Northern Ieland 
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Deeply imbadded in the Mokkeido, the seene of the 
army maneuvers that ended recently, there is a little- 
known tale of early Japanese-Americen friendship. It 
concerns an Amoricen, whose intelligence, talent and 
spirit of friendship leid in virgin territory the sound 
foundations of @ prosperous acricultural district, 
valuable to national existences 

Of Brigadier-General Horece Capron, veteran of the 
Civil “ar and once 0,5. Seoretary of Agriculture, popular 
knowledge probably does not exist. Nia story wee narrated 

t. to @ representative of The fapan Advertiser br Dr, Tana 

: Tanimura, retired Livestock expert, who, because of his 
& own pursuits in the field of agricultre, has made Rorace 
; Capron one of his private studies. 
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Before the Hokkaido took ite present name in 
Novenber, 1869, the northern island was known as Yozo. 
Practically all of ites inhabitants were Ainu. The district 
was never regarded officially as a part of Japan until 
in December, 1590, Toyotend Hideyoshi, the militery ruler, 
received an unknown visitor by the name of Yoshihiro 
Takeda, who told him about the existence of an important 
island in the north. Hideyoshi heard about the plece for 
the first time and thanked his visitor. onterteining him 
with an elaborate banquet and giving him the name of 
Mateumal and the title of Governor of Yezo. Later the 
Tokugawa Shogunate kept Yeso under its sway by sending 
governors to Hakodate, but during the period of its rule 
the district was important only for the fishing industry. 


American Help Sought 


The importance of developing the Hokkaido of 
Japan was realized at the time the island was given its 
present name. In 1970 the Hokkaido Development Bureau 
was ereated. But in developing that virgin torritory, 
at that time only the range of the aboriginal Alnus, 
necessitated the help of experienced men. Count Kiyotaka 
Kuroda, who was viee-chief of the bureau, decided to seek 
the assistance of the United States for three reasons « 
because it was with that country that Japan first opened 
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diplomatic intercourse; because that country was largely 
agricultural and new developments in that field undoubtedly 
existed; and because it was not in alliance with Cezarist 
Russia whieh Japan feared. | 

In November, 1870, Gount Kuroda went to the 
United States, a country then low in the estimation of 
Japanese leaders, who sent their sons to school in England. 
In January of the following year he met President Ulysees - 
S. Grant in Washington and reported the object of his 
mission. General Grant was a wise man, according to 
Dr. Tanimura, even a very honest man, because he warned 
that the man to be selected to direct the development 
project must not be just a farmer, but a soldier, bocause 
the Hokkaido is close to Russian territory. He also must 
be @ man of. good character and a man experienced in 
agricultural enterprises. 

The man who was consulted by the American President 
was General Gapron, his Secretary of Agriculture. At the 
Seoretary's suggestion a conference of Washington leaders 
was held and for two woeks a general dovelopment plan was 
thoroughly considered. The man whom President Grant 
commissioned to head the project was General Capron, 

On February 28, 1871, the Japanese Government 
appointed him High Commissioner for the Hokkaido with an 
-@nnual compensation of $10,000 more than the Y9,600 received 
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by the Premier. As the new currency system had not been 
established then, tho amount was to bo paid in gold "koban”. 


Sailed to Japan 


Count Furoda purchased two twinescrow boats in 
the United States, neming them Capron Maru and Gembu Maru, 
and on these ships the Japanese mission and the Amorican 
general with a staff of assistants camo to Japan. ‘The 
boats left San Francisco on August 1, 1671, and arrived 
in Yokohama 28 days later. 

General Gapron was received in Tokyo with a 
etirring welcome. As there were no hotels in those days 
he was given lodging in the Zojoji, the temple in Shiba Park, 
where the Emperor Moiji himself had stopped a fow yoars : 
before, preceding his entry into the prosent Imperial Palace. | 
The American was honored by an Imperial audience at which | 
time the Emperor Meiji tendered him a warm message wishing 
him every success in his work in the Hokkaido. 

An office for the Hokkaido project was first 
establisheg in Tokyo. It was te handle the various seeds, 
plants and livestock which were to como from the United 
States. As they would be hard to keep in the Hokkaido — 
they were first acclimated in Tokyo at three government 

farms, one at the present site of the car barn in Aoyama, 






wk “\ . . ‘ ie 
‘s leo Ab ee ere thos m, Se ae - eet 

eae eR eB. “EOE RE Te 

XT ’ 


7 : aes? 
Dee deg Aa ee ast eT biek Tree rh yen 
' J A \e M 

















pipet | ae ie a vit. : omer nt. GF FES fart 


a | t 2 
aap ts | : ' 6 Gea Rbiey dea ri 2 godt re qateon oii ae 
| | ; i ‘ i shh: eee abet ro 2 bem 2 eRe BaP ernie orca 
aye ot dete Tet tho ate tenet ae 8 we nge 2 } 
PRM Rig TORE 8 Reh Ae other ok Ee bee . 
i 8 at ae “i pi as CURE Soo at eo See ean BE 


ny % vib ole fare 1 fly 


| ie ae ‘oh wrt NG ex Sevirocrs ame “vogtHy ta iene 
\ ibe on Oe ee ee ee 









‘* ; ilk a hate kal Ak ek tog ogee ane 
4 Peet cece wes. eee ane bbs solani 

| Pasko LoProret ee 4 Goreeed mmr e 
Papalentibenenr b%xI25 Buant vet ueueeatal 
ADyaseereten st cor «tnt abe 
bdek Poensr: of prt at coy astro sa 
pide pd fatten 8 BGO TSN? 19 >, Sea 

| eeneehiiaipiimace.. We 
‘eee WR ORE a? rnin ded gmoney Lah a i ill 
pein cht an Anne dore yo 4 
ne _ wy ta sare eet? tal 


a rhe ea 


a - i" 
ne aes ee iam a “i * 


> 


4 


«Se 


_ @ne at the present site of the Aoyama Gekiun and one at 
the present site of the Red Gross Hospitel, 


Engineers Active 


In advance of General Capron, Major Warfield, 
American army engineer and engineer for the Baltimore 
ohio Railwey, who was a member of the Capron staff, went 
to the Hokkaido to build roads, The ceneral himself wont 
the following year and his first work was the establishment 
of a meteorological observatory, the first to be established 
in Japan. Then his experts undertook soil analysis, built 
a road 40 feet wide from Hakodate to Sapporo, constructed 
bridges, railroad and a l4-mile canal from Tokachi to Sapporo. 
| | Goal mines were exploited to make money to | 
finance the development projects. Beans, Irish potatoes, — 
beets, carrots and other vegetables were planted. One of 
the most successful agricultural oxperiments was with apples. 
General Capron went further by bringing in blooded cattle, 
horses, hogs and sheep. In Neecap he founded a horse 
breeding farm which today is known as the Imperial stud farme 
In Sappore two large factories wore built, one 
@ saw mili and the other a flour mill, both operated by 
hydro-electric power, an innovation in Japen. 
Vader General Capron worked 44 American experts 
in various ficolds, 14 Chinese, five Russiens, four Cermans 


ew 





: 
; 
. RAC ea Oe 
at } 
‘ w Von 
an 
. 
e . 
t 
r 8 
” \ 
7 , + 4 
' : : ‘4 geese 
; ¥ i ‘ b wake, ‘ real ne £ ae J 4 oe ’ 
i +" > : 1g 
* 
d 
my ' - ” a ~ae"s 
® . hei é 
xP ’ oo \sy i 
"she 5 i . ‘ 
we ; % 
ee. ? Lay be 4 Suk! ( a , 
Pay Feo} tok ie 
: res ls 
“ i - 4 
Fi ' ery ; 7 a 
¥ 
me Me i Ry 2 
» at 
7 
> ar ‘ 
wwe 
7 = s * ae Bae 
, ‘ Ay 
> aS 
‘ 1 Cafe os 
. 7 C7 t ‘ 
4 i . ae 
‘ % ' e Ae De ay *: 





= Ge 


and four British, and one cach of Fronch, Italian, Dutoh 
and Swiss. 


Period Eventful 


Lifo was not by any means peaceful when General 
Capron was in Japan, for it was at » time when Japan had 
just begun its carser as a modorn nation. Political life 
was unsettled, Western knowledge was boing sought. Mon 
etill wore swords and lifo was not too safe. The Saigo 
rebellion, following the refusal of Saigo's plan of 
ennexing Korea, brought confusion into the already turbulent 
tinese 

General Capran was supposed to have stayod five 
years, but due to the great confusion of that period, he 
returned to the United States after his fourth yoar. Defore 
he left he founded an Agricultural School in Sapporo and 
for one year put that institution into the hands of or. 
William H, Glarke, dean of the agricultural school of Amherst 
College. Ne also founded the first girls’ school and the 
first women's normal school. 

His leaving Japan by no means ended his work, for 
year after year new men with seascned talonts in various 
fields were sent to Japan, until tne development project 
was officially closed in 1883, -Ameng them wore such mon as 
Louis Boemehr and Edwin Dun, who devoted thoir ontire energies 
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to the develcpuent of the Hokkaido for a selary of Y120 


per month. There was James Cravford, one of General Capron's 


engineers, who laid the Aomori«-to-tieno railroad, 
Given Message 


When the American General left Japan, he was given 


the Second Glass Order of the Rising Sun and another Imperial 


Message in which at longth the Emporer Moijii thanked hin 
for the wonderful work he had done in the Hokkaido and wished 
him happiness in the days to come. | 

General Capron, a descendant of a family of great 
agriculturalists, was schooled at West Points As a lieutenant 
he laid the cornerstone of the Vashington Monument. on 
February 22, just 40 yeare after that cornerstone was laid, 
after attending the 40th anniversary of tho ovent, General 
Capron passed awaye At his funoral Mr. Ryuichi Fuki, Japanese 
Minister to VYeshington, wes first pall bearer, 

"Tt seems a shemo," Dr. Tanimura concluded, “that in 
the Hokkside to-day there is no monument to perpetuate the 
deods of General Gapron, to remind the poople for ell time that 
it was he who did the ground work for the Hokkaido's develope 
mont as a fertile and prosperous agriculture district. The 
monument may be of little value in iteelf, but it will be of 


_ great value for what it stands." 


(From THE JAPAN ADVERTISER, Tokyo, Oct.22, 1936.) 
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